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The Planning and Zoning Department is responsible for the implementation and enforcement of the
Jefferson County Comprehensive Plan, the Jefferson County Agricultural Preservation and Land Use Plan,
and the ordinances adopted related to these plans. Ordinances administered by the Zoning Department
include the Jefferson County Zoning Ordinance, which also includes the Shoreland –Wetland regulations,
the Private Sewage System Ordinance, which includes the Wisconsin Fund Program and POWTS
Maintenance Program, the Land Division and Subdivision Ordinance, and the Floodplain Ordinance.
Our work is conducted under the guidance of the Jefferson County Planning and Zoning Committee and
Solid Waste Committee. We also work with the Zoning Board of Adjustment, which is a Board made up
of three county residents who are appointed. The Board grants or denies petitions for variances from
the terms of the Zoning Ordinance.

Department revenues has stayed relatively constant
over the past few years. While COVID-19 has had an
impact on the Department and operations, the year-todate revenues for 2020 are comparative to past years.
As the year progresses, we will continue to monitor
revenues and expenses.
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Private On-site Waste Systems (Septic Systems)
The Planning and Zoning Department implements Wi.
Stat. Ch. NR 145 and related DSPS Codes for new and
replacement private on-site waste systems or septic
systems. The Department issues permits for new
systems, replacement systems and work to repair
existing system. The Department also inspects, reviews
and verifies soil tests to ensure the proper septic is
being installed and for characteristics such as adequate
separation to ground water.

Zoning Permits Report
Shown below is a table illustrating the number of zoning permits that the department has issued. Overall,
the number and type of permits issued has been consistent the past few years with a few exceptions. The
number of new home permits and total permits remain almost identical between 2018 and 2019.
As we begin to review the 2020 data, we notice a few changes. So far, in 2020, we have issued 45 new home
permits, which is slightly below our yearly average. In a typical year, I would expect to have issued 55-65 new
home permits by this time. However, the remainder of the land use categories are slightly above previous
year’s levels. For example, 328 – other non-residential (agricultural barns/structures), 434 – residential
additions and 437 – non-residential additions (agricultural additions) are near end of the year values. While
we have seen a slight decrease in new home permits, we are seeing an increase in other development such
as decks, garages, additions to homes, agricultural structures, etc.
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Solid Waste and Clean Sweep Program
Housed under the Planning and Zoning Department is the County’s Solid Waste Program. In 2019,
the program continued to provide the County’s residents with recycling information, education and
clean sweep events for the proper and legal disposal of hazardous waste. The program includes
providing collection sites for medication, prescription drugs, and electronic waste. These recycling
efforts are for residents, farms, and businesses in Jefferson County. The program is supported by
non-levy tax dollars. Most of our support comes from the host fees generated by the agreement
between Deer Track Park Landfill, the Town of Farmington, and Jefferson County. For 2019 the
program received $77,133 from this agreement. The City of Watertown also contributes $20,000 and
is a big supporter of the program and is a great partner in recycling efforts in the County. Additional
support comes from state grants which continue to shrink. In 2018, grant funding was $17,560 for
the program. We also receive donations from multiple Towns, Cities, Villages, and local businesses
within the County totaling approximately $5,000 for the year. In 2019, 479 residents took part in
three Clean Sweep Events, spanning five days. Also in 2019, 403 residents participated in the one
day Electronic and Appliance Disposal Event. In 2020, we will be expanding the Electronic and
Appliance Disposal events to include three events throughout the year. We continue to look for ways
to further expand the Electronic and Appliance disposal by searching for a permanent site location.
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Comprehensive Plan and Farmland Preservation Plan Update
In 2019, the Planning and Zoning Department, along with multiple other departments, contracted with
SRF Consulting Group LLC., to update two important guiding documents for the County: The Jefferson
County Comprehensive Plan and the Agricultural Preservation and Land Use Plan (Farmland Preservation
Plan). Both documents are required to be updated at least once every 10 years and both were last
updated in approximately 2010. The County is required by Wis. Stats. Ch. 66.1001 to have a
comprehensive plan and all decisions made by the County Board must align with the Comprehensive
Plan. Jefferson County has a long history of farmland preservation planning and was one of the first
counties to have a State Certified Farmland Preservation Plan under Wis. Stats. Ch. 91. One benefit of
having a state certified plan is landowners are eligible for a tax credit based on their participation in the
program.
The updated plans are scheduled to be completed at the end of 2020 or beginning of 2021. The Plans
will be presented to the County and ultimately adopted by the Board.

