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Successful fair, despite early woes
By Alexa Zoellner Union staff writer | Posted: Monday, July 13, 2015 9:24 am

JEFFERSON — New events drew crowds to the 163rd Jefferson
County Fair early in the week while traditional ones kept them
coming back.

“Fair went great this year,” Amy Listle, the Fair Park marketing and
administrative assistant, said. “We lucked out with awesome
weather every day. So far everything I’ve heard was good feedback.
Everyone loved the rides again, the animal shows went well and all
of our grandstand entertainment was good.”

The fair kicked off Wednesday, July 8, and ran through Sunday,
July 12.

A new event, the Junior Amateur Talent Show, took center stage on
Wednesday.

There were a total of 26 acts within two age divisions. Youth was
ages 2 to 12, and teen was 13 to 18. Acts were limited to five
people and could be no longer than three minutes.

“The talent contest was fantastic,” David Diestler, Jefferson County
Fair Park director, said. “They had a lot of good, talented kids from
the area, and it was amazing to watch them and how good they are.
Some of them just blew my mind away with how much talent there
is.”

First-, second- and third-place winners were awarded a monetary
prize. The finalists will advance to compete at the Wisconsin State
Fair on Aug. 14. Karlye Hansen, 10, of Fort Atkinson, won the
youth division and the Madison-based dance troupe X-Clusive
Movement, consisting of Ryaah Wyatt, 15, Teaara Easterling, 14,
Krystyn Jones, 14, and Dezhan Dillard, 13, won the teen division.

Also a big hit on Wednesday was the Badger State Tractor Pull.

Thursday’s new event was the Garage Band Extravaganza.

“It’s not a big competition like everything else is,” Diestler
explained. “We wanted to make it so it’s a bunch of friends and
people (who) can get together with other musicians and talk about
stuff.”

FINAL 'FAIR'-WELL

FINAL ‘FAIR’-WELL — The 2015
Jefferson County Fair ended Sunday.
Attendees were able to enjoy carnival rides,
viewing animals and other competitions
throughout the week. Jennifer Michel of
Waterloo was crowned the 2016 Fairest of
the Fair for the Jefferson County Fair.
Despite a disastrous last-minute
cancellation, the Jefferson County Fair’s
Saturday night concert at the grandstand
went on. Keith Anderson and Trick Pony,
whose members include Heidi Newfield
and Keith Burns, took over for original
headliner Chris Cagle. Joan Jett and the
Blackhearts rocked out on the grandstand
stage Saturday night at the Jefferson
County Fair. Jett recently was inducted into
the Rock ’n Roll Hall of Fame. She played
her hits, including “I Love Rock and Roll”
and “Bad Reputation.” Jett was joined by
opening act, Megan Ruger. Ruger also sang
at last year’s fair, and has appeared on both
“American Idol” and “The Voice.” For
more photos, click here.
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All eight bands, which had to consist of two or more members, played live — prerecorded sound material was not
allowed. Both original and cover songs were permitted, with each set running approximately 30 minutes.

“It was fun seeing the talent and how good the kids are, and maybe we can be a stepping stone for them to the
future,” Diestler said. “The garage band stuff people are still talking about on Facebook.

“(The children) really enjoyed getting on the big stage and the lights,” he added. “They don’t get an opportunity
usually to do that, so they were so excited, and we want to continue that in the future. I think that’s something
people can look forward to.”

The Badger Truck Pull also was popular.

Friday and Saturday are famous for their concerts, but Friday’s concert didn’t go exactly as planned when the
headliner, Chris Cagle, canceled just days prior to the event.

According to fair officials, Cagle canceled due to a medical issue.

He was replaced with co-headliners Keith Anderson and Trick Pony.

“(The Keith Anderson and Trick Pony concerts) were pretty thin,” Diestler said. “When Chris Cagle canceled, I
think those people didn’t show up. I think they missed a good concert, but when you’re doing last-minute stuff,
that’s just the way it is.”

Despite the concert being last minute, Diestler believes both concerts were a success.

“I thought (Anderson and Trick Pony) did a great job, especially for filling in at the last minute. They’re very
entertaining,” Diestler said. “They had a lot of energy, pretty much rocked it out. The people that were there were
really into it, and they were singing and stomping their feet and everything else.”

Their opening act was Gunnar and the Grizzly Boys.

Cagle canceled an upcoming show in Iowa as well. He also had canceled or rescheduled at least two other
performances this past May and June.

“It’s funny because we go through a talent agency (to book our show) and the representative comes up during the
shows to help with the entertainers,” Diestler commented. “He said he’s been doing this for 20 years and only
three people have ever canceled on him.”

Saturday’s concert featuring Joan Jett and the Blackhearts went much more according to schedule.

“Joan Jett was great. They were packed in there,” Diestler said. “We didn’t quite sell out, but we were close, which
is good. She had a really good concert. Everybody was dancing in the crowd, and clapping and singing along to the
songs, so it was a lot of fun.”

Jett’s opening act, Megan Ruger, pulled in a crowd as well.

Sunday hosted several large events at the grandstand, including the Celebrate Freedom Ceremony, the crowning of
the Fairest of the Fair and, of course, the ever popular Action Auto Demo Derby.

The Celebrate Freedom Ceremony followed a parade to the grandstand where a flag-folding ceremony and
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presentation of colors was held. “The Star-Spangled Banner” also was sung.

Jennifer Michel of Waterloo was crowned the 2016 Fairest of the Fair.

“(The fair) was a lot of fun,” Michel said. “They actually put a lot of us girls together. We got to travel together
and experience it all together — that was the coolest part, when we got to hand out all the ribbons together, and all
the 4-Hers and the fair-goers got to see us all together, hanging out and interacting.”

A 2013 graduate of Lake Mills High School, Michel now is attending the University of Wiscosnin-River Falls for
animal science. She is considering work in the animal nutrition field.

The demo derby packed the grandstand and all the surrounding bleachers. The crowds stayed despite the flying dirt
and, when asked if they were supporting the boys or girls on the track, they chose the girls by a mile.

Sunday also was La Movida day, an event sponsored by WLMV 1480. It took place in and around the Miller Lite
Tent and featured live music, additional authentic Mexican food from La Rosita Latina, a Mexican screaming
contest, and jalapeno- and taco-eating contests.

The main band was Los Fugitivos. They were joined by El Peñasco de Zacatecas, Las K-Poneras de Chicago, La
Adrenalina and Estrella Latina.

“We had a packed Miller Lite Tent which is pretty unusual for a Sunday,” Diestler said. “We had to bring in quite
a few more chairs, so they filled up the place, so it was good that way.”

Daily events such as the firefighter safety show, Circus Boy, the Vertical Mischief Bike Stunt Show and deejay
Dylan also were a success.

“The kids have liked the kids’ shows we brought in, so that’s been good,’ Diestler said. “The Vincenta’s White
Tigers were really popular — we had huge crowds for that. It’s funny, the teenagers with deejay Dylan ... they just
keep growing and growing.”

As of Saturday, the attendance numbers were down by 540 compared to the same time last year, with a total of
36,703 in attendance. Wednesday brought in 9,470 people; Thursday 8,802; Friday 8,501; and Saturday 9,930.
Sunday’s attendance was not available at deadline.

“It was a good fair this year,” Diestler remarked. “Numbers were down, unfortunately, but I thought it was a good
fair. It was great for the kids to show off their projects and stuff like that.

“I know they had a good time,” he added. “It’s something to be proud of. You make friends, you develop new
talents and skills, things like that. Kids should be proud of all the stuff that they’ve done.”

Diestler and Listle commented on possible changes.

“I’m sure there are always changes,” Listle said. “We always want to improve stuff and make things better, have
greater entertainment, have greater exhibits. We always want to improve, we just don’t know what those
(improvements) are going to be yet.”

Diestler had a few ideas, saying organizers are trying to develop more.

“Get more things in here, spread it out — use more of the fair grounds,” he said. “We’re thinking of bringing in



Successful fair, despite early woes - Daily Jefferson County Union: Galleries

http://www.dailyunion.com/gallery/article_ec4c9728-296a-11e5-9683-7303bb6a2416.html?mode=print[7/13/2015 11:11:25 AM]

more community events like maybe groups that do dance classes or stuff like that — have them be able to perform
onstage for the community — dance, gymnastics, whatever it may be. Just kind of other ways that kids can show
off their talents.”
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