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Officers’ sacrifice saluted
By Ryan Whisner Union regional editor | Posted: Friday, May 15, 2015 9:36 am

JEFFERSON — Jefferson County law enforcement officials
gathered Thursday to salute officers who have fallen in the line of
duty.

Lt. Charles Berard of the Milwaukee Police Department and state
Sen. Stephen Nass, R-LaGrange, were the featured speakers at the
annual Law Enforcement Memorial Day ceremony. Organized
annually by the Jefferson County Chiefs and Sheriff’s Association,
the event was held on the northeast lawn of the Jefferson County
Courthouse.

“We are gathered today to honor our brothers and sisters in law
enforcement that have paid the ultimate sacrifice in the line of
duty,” said Lake Mills Police Chief Pat Matuszewski, serving as
master of ceremonies for the event.

Following his brief remarks, he introduced Berard, who has been a
law enforcement officer since 1977.

Berard said he was privileged to join the Jefferson County law
enforcement family to remember the men and women who have
given their lives in the service and protection of their fellow
citizens.

“We gather to pay respect to these officers who are also enshrined
on the law enforcement memorial on the Capitol Square in
Madison,” the lieutenant said. “There is a special sense of unity
here, a kindred spirit that ties us together.”

Berard pointed out that the names on the memorial include Jefferson
County Deputy William Cooper, who was shot to death in February
1902 as he tried to break up a domestic dispute. He also recognized
Fort Atkinson Police Officer David McKee, 38, a 14-year veteran
who died on April 9, 1968, while attempting to save the life of a
teenage boy drowning in the Rock River.

“These brave heroes may have departed many years ago; however,
we, their law enforcement family, have vowed to never forget their sacrifices,” Berard said.

The lieutenant noted that by the very nature of their calling, law enforcement officers are willing to and without
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hesitation put their lives on the line in the service of their fellow citizens.

Berard recalled how just this past March 24, Wisconsin State Patrol Trooper Trevor Casper became the latest to
join that heroic group.

On his first day of solo patrol duty after graduating from the State Patrol Academy, Casper was shot during a
gunfight with a man who had just robbed a bank and killed a truck driver. The suspect, 38-year-old Stephen
Timothy Snyder, also was killed during the exchange of gunfire.

“Yes, we are moved in sadness for the pain and loss of this young man, but also comforted by the knowledge that
Trooper Casper honored his commitment to his oath of office,” Berard said. “My brothers and sisters of the badge,
your courage, fortitude and dedication keep our citizens safe, even as you accept the challenge to place yourself in
harm’s way.”

He noted that bravery and vigilance are constant companions of those who proudly wear the badge as they
recognize those who have made that ultimate sacrifice.

“Whether it is criminal acts of violence, walking the halls of prisons or responding to endless assignments like
accidents and domestic incidents, you carry the responsibility to do the right thing,” Berard said. “It is this courage
that is so constant and commonplace that many take it for granted. That is something we cannot and will not do.”

Berard noted that each year in May, rural and urban agencies statewide gather for Law Enforcement Memorial
Day ceremonies.

Since the start of his career in 1977, Berard said, he has witnessed 13 names added to the memorial in Madison.

“These were my friends and my brothers,” he said. “I remember losing them, but more importantly, I remember
they gave me and so many others their dedication to duty and service.”

The lieutenant pointed out that any name added to the memorial is one too many.

“As citizens protected by the courage and vigilance of our law enforcement professionals, we need to take time to
say thank you to those who stand between us and harm,” Berard said, adding that the family and friends of the
fallen officers also should be thanked in the wake of their unbearable loss.

Berard assured families of fallen officers that their loved one would not be forgotten by the law enforcement
family or community.

Also offering remarks was state Sen. Nass.

“It is unfortunately a particularly troubling time that we are in,” he began.

The senator noted that more people have been murdered in Milwaukee this year than the number of troops killed
in Afghanistan in all of 2014.

“We are all in a war on terrorism,” Nass said, citing Islamic extremists, radicalism, drugs, organized crime, civil
disorder and street crimes.

“You in uniform are on the front lines,” he said. “Unfortunately, you as a profession are more assaulted, maligned
and verbally abused, despite the fact that you are entrusted to protect the rights of citizens and those who abuse
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you.”

The senator pointed out that there are too many casualties in the law enforcement profession.

“Danger is a part of your regular routine,” Nass said. “Due to recent national and Wisconsin confrontations with
law enforcement, citizens know the dangers and challenges they engage in and what they face every day.”

The senator pointed out that officers do more than just law enforcement.

“It’s saving a life after a car crash, it’s directing traffic, delivering a baby, being a mentor to troubled youth and so
much more,” the senator said.

Nass said he knows because his father was a police officer for 22 years.

“There are uncertainties in life,” he said. “I didn’t know for sure my car would start this morning. I don’t know
what tomorrow will bring. I do know, if I call 911 because someone is lurking around my house or I’m in an
accident or have some other emergency, an officer will arrive and help me. That is certainty.”

The senator said those in uniform are good people who exemplify the goodness that humanity has to offer.

“Behind you is your family,” Nass said, “Not only the family many think of. Your extended family is your
community. Your family dwarfs the small number of protestors in Madison and Baltimore. Your family across this
nation numbers in the millions.”

It has been said that the purpose of life is to count or matter and stand for something, Nass noted.

“You who wear a badge have made a difference and will continue to make a difference here in Jefferson County
and across this state,” Nass said. “You will make a difference for we who are your extended community family.
Thank you seems insufficient. Thank you for what you do everyday for all of us.”

Also during the program, the Greater Milwaukee Fire and Police Pipes and Drums band performed, followed by a
rendition of “Taps” by Michael Meyers.

The colors were posted and retired by Deputies Eli Wiedenfeld, Scott Bondurant and Sgt. Jason Hacht, all of the
Jefferson County Sheriff’s Office; Officer Joseph Rupprecht of the Waterloo Police Department; Officer David
Fritsche of the Lake Mills Police Department; Officer Kevin Miller of the Fort Atkinson Police Department, and
Troopers Richard Torrez and Kelly Lunch of the Wisconsin State Patrol.

Prior to the ceremony, “The Star-Spangled Banner” was sung by Jefferson County Sheriff’s Office patrol secretary
Brenda Nitardy.
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