Skeletal remains identified as Dwyer - Daily Jefferson County Union: News

Skeletal remains identified as Dwyer
By Ryan Whisner With AP reports | Posted: Friday, May 8, 2015 9:03 am

JEFFERSON — Human skeletal remains discovered last Friday in a
Town of Concord field have been identified as those of a woman
who went missing from Milwaukee in 2013.

A forensic odontologist made the identification using dental records
provided by the family of the missing 27-year-old Kelly Dwyer.

Jefferson County Sheriff’s Office Chief Deputy Jeff Parker said
Thursday that no cause of death has been determined, pending
further investigation by the multiple law enforcement agencies
involved.

BODY IDENTIFIED

BODY IDENTIFIED — Remains found in
the Town of Concord last week have been
identified through dental records as those
of Kelly Dwyer, a Milwaukee woman who

“The only thing positive that really comes from today’s finding is
that we can give that family some closure and allow them to move
on with part of a healing process in their lives,” Parker said.

Although Milwaukee police previously have stated that has been missing since October 2013. A
investigators believe there “may well have been foul play,” Dwyer’s press conference was held at the Jefferson
disappearance generally has been considered a missing-person County Courthouse Thursday to announce
investigation. the identification. Above, Jefferson County
District Attorney Susan Happ addresses the

“In this case, it becomes important that both agencies work together
with the information we’ve obtained from our crime scene and the
information they have obviously gathered over the course and
period of a long time to assist, work together and do the best we can as professional law enforcement agencies to
bring this case to justice,” Parker said during a 6:15 p.m. Thursday news conference.

media.

Jefferson County District Attorney Susan Happ said that any decision as to which county might issue any charges
would be determined by how the evidence progresses.

“We will continue to work together,” Happ said. “If we determine that this was a homicide and it occurred in
Milwaukee County, then it becomes their case. Right now, it is their case as it relates to the discovery of the body
in Jefferson County.”

She continued to stress the collaborative efforts of the investigation.

“This has been in the news for the last year-and-a-half,” she said. “The biggest thing all of us want to stress is that
this is going to be a collaborative, cooperative effort.”

Happ noted that the investigation started with a very detailed and involved investigation by the Milwaukee Police
Department and its cold case unit.
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She said Jefferson County would continue to coordinate with those agencies in Milwaukee in an effort to bring the
Dwyer family justice.

“We certainly will be working together to share information to link together,” Happ said.

As it stands, in terms of any crime within Jefferson County, the district attorney said there could be allegations of
hiding a corpse.

“The investigation has to continue so we can hopefully determine how she was killed, where she was killed, and
then put all those pieces together,” Happ said.

For now, she pointed out, it would be premature to label it as a homicide investigation. Happ noted Milwaukee
police have their own leads and theories, but they have to be substantiated and have evidence to back them up.

“The reality is she is a young woman who went missing and now has been found deceased in Jefferson County. |
guess | can say that is something certainly suspicious in nature,” Happ said.

She said the goal now is to find closure for Dwyer’s family. She said her office will continue to work with the
District Attorney’s Office in Milwaukee County on the case, and if it turns out that Dwyer was killed in
Milwaukee County, she will turn over the case to that agency.

Dwyer was reported missing on Oct 12, 2013, when she failed to show up for work. According to reports, police
learned she was with Kris Zocco, 39, on Oct. 10 and Zocco at the time resided at his apartment on Prospect Ave in
Milwaukee.

Surveillance cameras clearly show Dwyer arriving at the building Oct. 10, but there is no footage of her leaving.

A search warrant of Zocco’s apartment came up with women’s underwear, a Glock pistol, a rifle and ammunition.
Police reports indicated that a shower curtain was missing. The hooks and eyes that hold it in place were there, but
the curtain appeared to have been ripped off of them.

In addition, a K-9 unit from the Madison Police Department gave multiple indications of human remains in sites
within the apartment building and parking structure.

An affidavit for the search warrant of the apartment states that Zocco alleged that he and Dwyer woke up around 9
a.m. on Oct 11, 2013, and she left. He claims to have left the next day to take things to his parents home in
Richfield. Surveillance footage shows Zocco leaving at 6:15 p.m. and returning a day later at 2:15 p.m.

Zocco has been considered a person of interest in Dwyer’s disappearance, but was never charged for any crime
related to that. Since then, he has been convicted of multiple child porn and drug charges.

On Friday, May 1, the Jefferson County Sheriff’s Office was notified of possible human remains being located at
N5049 Inlynd Drive in the Town of Concord just north of U.S. Highway 18.

Parker said a couple from the area were out for a walk when the husband observed skeletal remains of what he
first thought was an animal.

The chief deputy said the remains were located approximately 20 feet off the roadway along a treeline.

“He went over to examine them and realized, ‘OK, it’s not animal remains, it’s human remains,’” the chief deputy
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The man dialed 911 and reported the remains to authorities at 5:13 p.m.

Due to pending darkness, a perimeter around the crime scene was established and processing of the scene was
continued on Saturday, May 2, at 8 a.m.

A crime scene response team from the State Crime Lab assisted in processing the scene.

Parker said that in addition to investigators from the Jefferson County Sheriff’s Office, Jefferson County District
Attorney Susan Happ and Jefferson County Medical Examiner Nichol Wayd, an investigator from the City of
Milwaukee Police Department was on site to see whether there was any correlation between this individual and any
of the missing person cases his department has, including that of Kelly Dwyer.

“Due to the active case pending and the disappearance of Kelly Dwyer, the process was established to either
confirm or deny the possibility that the remains were hers,” the chief deputy said.

The press conference was held late Thursday to discuss the announcement of the remains being identified as
Dwyer.

“The most important thing for me to do today is acknowledge the family of Kelly Dwyer and give our
condolences, thoughts and prayers to her family for everything they have been going through,” Parker said.

He pointed out that much of the investigation over the past year-and-a-half has been through the City of
Milwaukee Police Department.

“This is an ongoing investigation,” the chief deputy said.

Questions related to the condition of the remains and the investigative scene as it related to evidentiary issues were
areas on which the authorities declined to comment during the press conference.

No statements were made either as to how long the remains had been in Jefferson County or how they got there.

However, earlier this week, Parker had stated that the body appeared to have been there for a significant amount of
time. He also noted there were no visible signs of clothing found on the remains or in the vicinity.

Based on the estimated amount of time of exposure, the chief deputy pointed out that there likely would have been
some kind of remains left. From that assessment, he has suggested that the assumption could be made that the body
was not clothed when placed at the scene.

Jefferson County Medical Examiner Nichol Wayd said that, in the general sense in such situations, analysis is
done based on experience, as well as having such remains analyzed by a forensic anthropologist.

She said in such instances, any remaining tissues can be critical in making determinations. Wayd acknowledged
that in this case, the dental records were key.

“The remains were found, we analyzed them while we were there and transported them to the Milwaukee County
Medical Examiner’s Office,” Wayd said.

Going forward, she said, more tests would be conducted to assist in determining a cause of death.
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“We’re not certain if she was outside for a lengthy amount of time. We’re really not sure,” Wayd said. “If there is
someone left unfound for a significant amount of time, it makes it difficult to find a cause of death and manner of
death.”

She said that is why they work with the forensic pathologist, odontologst and anthropologist to try and determine
those details.

“In order to get a better idea if there were any injuries, we would go ahead send her to a forensic anthropologist to
do some analysis so we could see if there are any injuries we could find,” Wayd said.

Discovery of Dwyer’s body marked the second instance of human remains discovered in eastern Jefferson County
during the past year.

On March 29, 2014, a motorist spotted a woman’s body a short distance off North Road, about six-tenths of a mile
south of County Highway CW in the Town of Ixonia.

She later was identified as 23-year-old Alejandra Guzman-Flores. Guzman-Flores was living with her family
members, including her stepmother and father, in Milwaukee. They last saw her on Oct. 5, 2013 in Milwaukee at a
residence.

Guzman-Flores’ body was found no more than 50 feet into a harvested cornfield owned by John K. Rohrer, who
rents the 40-acre parcel to his son. Rohrer said the corn would have been harvested in late November or early
December using a large combine.

A motorist called 911 at 12:30 p.m. on March 29 about a deceased female.

Prior to identification, Guzman-Flores’ body was described by the Milwaukee County Medical Examiner’s Office,
which performed an autopsy, as being 4-foot-10 to 5-foot-5 in height, over 127 pounds, and under age 50 with
dark hair. She also was described as being a “light- to fair-skinned woman.”

DNA tests revealed that the remains were not those of Dwyer and were ultimately identified as Guzman-Flores.

Guzman-Flores had never been reported missing in Milwaukee. Her fingerprints were available due to her
conviction of a misdemeanor charge of violating a domestic abuse injunction in May 2012.

Parker noted that such instances are never easy.

“As a chief deputy working for a law enforcement agency, you’re familiar with these cases as they are out in the
surrounding area in these communities,” he said, noting that in both instances, Dwyer’s case came to mind. “I
think, on the other hand, you are sensitive to all the other families that have missing wives, husbands, children and
other relatives. In the end, you are trying to do the best you can to get her the information as factual and diligently
as possible so you can reach out to those other agencies and, in the end, work together to try and figure out who is
this person and who are their family members and what can we do to resolve this case.”

Parker acknowledge that with such situations it is always a mixed bag of emotions.

“There is a an element of professional pride that your men and women go out and do the job they are trained to do
to: process a scene and take leads and follow up on the investigation,” he said.
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“ At the end of the day, | have a 24-year-old daughter and | can’t even imagine ever having to be faced with that
reality that I’m not going to see her again,” Parker added. “Once again, my heart goes out to the Dwyer family.”
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