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County’s newest K-9 deputy named after Harlow
Hebbe

Posted: Wednesday, January 22, 2014 9:26 am

JEFFERSON — The Jefferson County Sheriff’s Office is paying tribute to one of its past officers
through its newest K-9 deputy.

“Harlow” is a Belgian Malinois-German Shepherd mix, the first mixed-breed dog to serve the
Jefferson County Sheriff’s Office. He was born in April 2012 and at 20 months old, Harlow is the
youngest dog ever to serve the county.

Named in honor of the late Deputy Harlow Hebbe, Harlow was imported in May from The
Netherlands to Shallow Creek Kennels in Sharpsville, Penn., where he began his training. He now
is able to acknowledge his handler’s commands in the Dutch language.

Now that he is ready for duty, Harlow will serve at the side of Deputy Jason Behm, who has
worked for the sheriff’s department since June 2001.

Harlow is Behm’s second K-9 partner, as his first partner, Deuce, reached his “end of watch”
when he died on Aug. 14, 2013. Despite his failing health, Deuce continued working with the
department up until a week before his death.

Behm traveled to Shallow Creek Kennels and selected Harlow from a vast number of quality K-9
candidates. Shallow Creek then began training Harlow in drug detection, tracking, area searches,
building searches, evidence searches, apprehension and handler protection.

Due to this being Behm’s second K-9 partner, Harlow’s training period was reduced from six
weeks to two. Behm visited Shallow Creek Kennels Oct. 6-19 for his basic certification training,
and Harlow was put on patrol immediately upon his arrival in Wisconsin from Pennsylvania.

Harlow currently works a split shift, so he sees action around the clock. He continues ongoing
monthly training, and currently makes his home with Behm’s family.

Handlers decide, based on the dog’s individual temperament, whether residing indoors with the
deputy’s family will be a detriment to the dog’s training, but Chief Deputy Parker said most of the
department’s dogs have been good family dogs.

So why is Harlow named after Deputy Hebbe? From July 1969 to April 1997, Harlow Hebbe
served as a sheriff’s deputy for the Jefferson County Sheriff’s Office. Hebbe’s dedication to law
enforcement and Jefferson County lasted for almost three decades, ending as the sheriff’s office’s
first permanently assigned civil process server.
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Hebbe had an amazing love for animals, in particularly dogs. When he passed away in the fall of
2012, his wife, Nancy, and the rest of his family felt the best way to memorialize him would be to
make a donation in his name to the Jefferson County Sheriff’s Office K-9 program. Their
generous donation allowed the department to purchase Harlow, so he could serve as the
department’s third K-9 deputy.

While Deputy Behm was in Pennsylvania meeting his new partner for the first time, he knew
immediately what he wanted to name his new partner. Chief Deputy Jeff Parker received a call
that night asking if it would be OK to start calling the K-9 by the name of “Harlow.” Parker told
Behm he would confer with the Hebbe family, and after an emotional conversation with Nancy,
the green light was given to start calling the canine by his new given name.

Jefferson County’s K-9 program began in 1991 with then-Detective Sgt. Paul Milbrath and his
labrador retriever, Redman. Milbrath was elected Jefferson County sheriff in 2002.

Redman served until 1999, but the department did not have a formal K-9 unit until then-Sgt.
Parker submitted a proposal to begin the program in 1998. Jahn, a German Shepherd, was the first
K-9 deputy to serve under that program, along with his handler, Deputy Greg Jansen. Since then,
the office has consistently had three K-9 deputies at a time.

Harlow joins two other K-9 deputies, Mink and his handler, Deputy Scott Gukich, and Falkos and
his handler, Deputy Jansen. Besides Redman, Jahn and Deuce, past dogs to have served with the
department include German Shepherds Ahron and Jasko.

“During the life of an average K-9, I don’t even know how to describe how many times over the
dog pays for itself through the confiscation and detection of controlled substances while it’s out on
the streets working,” said Parker.

“The Jefferson County Sheriff’s Office would like to publicly thank the Hebbe family for their
generosity and kindness,” he added. “We look forward to the many years that Jason and Harlow
will be serving the residents of Jefferson County.”
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