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Medicare Coverage of 
Hospital Costs 

Make sure that Medicare covers as much of your hospital bill as possible by learning how 
Medicare covers hospital care ahead of time. Medicare Advantage plans each have their 
own coverage policies and costs. If you have a Medicare Advantage plan, contact your plan 
to find out how your hospital care is covered. This handout discuss how hospital care is   
covered under Original Medicare.  

What Original Medicare Covers 
Medicare covers a variety of hospital services, but how this is covered depends on the type 
of service. Part A covers inpatient hospital care and Part B generally covers other medical 
services. A more detailed list of covered services is included below.  
 
 
 

Part A 
Part A covers hospital care if you are formally admitted as an inpatient. Coverage  
includes: 

• A semi-private hospital room 
• Certain medications administered during your hospital stay 
• General nursing 
• Meals 
• Supplies and appliances 
• Equipment the hospital provides for you to use during your hospital stay 
• X-rays 

Part A does not cover private duty nursing, a television or telephone in your room, or 
a private room (unless medically necessary or if it is the only available room). 

Part B 
Part B generally covers other forms of medical care. This includes doctor services 
that you receive in the hospital and care that you receive from a hospital when you 
are not an inpatient. Part B coverage includes: 

• Outpatient hospital services 
• Ambulance services to the Emergency Room 
• Physician services you receive during your hospital stay 
• Blood transfusions 
• Hospital billed laboratory tests 
• Mental health care 
• Medical supplies 
• Emergency room or outpatient clinic services 
• X-rays  and other radiation services 
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Inpatient Hospital Costs 
If you are admitted to the hospital as an inpatient, your costs are usually covered by Part A. 
Medicare uses the hospital benefit period to measure hospital use and decide how it 
covers hospital care. A hospital benefit period begins when you are admitted to the hospital 
as an inpatient and ends when you have not received inpatient care for 60 days in a row.  
 
 

Part A hospital costs depend on where you are in your hospital benefit period. The table 
below shows the costs based on your location in the hospital benefit period. In addition to 
your Part A costs, you will need to pay separately for doctor services under Part B. Once the 
deductible is met, you typically pay a 20 percent coinsurance for doctor services.  

Inpatient Days  
1-60 

Inpatient Days  
61-90 

Inpatient Days  
91-150 (Lifetime 
Reserve Days*) 

Inpatient Days  
After You Have 
Used  Lifetime 
Reserve Days 

$0 copay after 
$1,184 deductible 

$296 per day $592 per day Full cost 

Part A Inpatient Hospital Costs 

Outpatient Hospital Costs 
Part B covers most outpatient hospital costs. If your hospital costs are covered under Part B, 
you typically have to pay a coinsurance for each medical service you receive. Medicare 
generally covers 80 percent of the cost of Part B services, after you have met your yearly 
deductible ($147 in 2013). In most cases, you are responsible in paying the remaining 20 
percent coinsurance. You must also pay a separate 20 percent coinsurance for physician 
services, along with a hospital copay.  

80% of Cost Covered  
by Medicare 

20% of Cost 
Covered by 

You Yearly Deductible  
($147 in 2013) 

*You have 60 lifetime reserve days that can only be used once you have reached 
90 days as a hospital inpatient during a single hospital benefit period. Reserve 
days are not renewable and can be used only once during your lifetime.  

Hospital Copay 
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