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Medicare Coverage of 
Home Health Care 

Criteria to Qualify for Home Health Care 
You must meet four criteria in order to qualify for Medicare to cover your home health care.  

1. You are homebound – Being homebound means it is extremely difficult for you to 
leave your home.  

2. You need skilled care – Skilled care is care that must be provided by a skilled 
nurse or therapist (physical therapist, speech therapist, or occupational therapist). 
Your skilled care need must be intermittent, which means you need care no more 
than once per day.  

3. Your doctor certifies that you need home health care – Your doctor must sign a 
home health certification saying that you are homebound and need intermittent 
skilled care. In order for this to happen, you must have a face-to-face meeting with 
a healthcare professional. 

4. You receive care from a Medicare-certified home health agency – You can find 
a Medicare-certified agency by calling 1-800-Medicare or going to 
www.Medicare.gov.  

What Home Health Care Covers 
 

Cost: 
• If you have Original Medicare, or Medicare administered by the government, 

Medicare will cover the total cost of home health care services.  
• If you have Medicare Advantage, or Medicare administered by a private plan, you 

usually have to get your home health care from an in-network provider. You may 
be responsible for a copayment and your plan may require you to get prior 
approval before covering home health services. Contact your plan if you are unsure 
how it covers home health care. 

Services: 
Medicare will cover skilled care and home health aide services for up to eight hours 
per day and 28 hours per week. In rare cases this can be extended to 35 hours per 
week.  

Services Medicare covers include:  
• Skilled nursing care 
• Skilled therapy care from a physical, speech, or occupational therapist 
• Home health aide services (if you also need skilled care) 
• Medical social services 
• Certain medical supplies provided by your home health agency 
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