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Mission Statement: 
To preserve natural resources for public use and conservation, to operate and maintain a parks system 

with resource oriented recreation, trails and specialty parks; and to expand the parks system for 
environmental and land use benefits and the health and enjoyment of Jefferson County residents.

https://www.facebook.com/383697425047594/photos/a.385586108192059.94927.383697425047594/837585486325450/?type=1


 
 

The Jefferson County Parks Department is made up of 16 (full and part-time) 
employees that oversee, manage and maintain approximately 971 acres at the 17 
County Parks, 31 miles of the Glacial River Bike Trail and 182 miles of public 
snowmobile trails. We partner with the Wisconsin DNR through the Glacial Heritage 
Area to coordinate a system of county-wide water trails. Our maintenance 
responsibilities also include all Jefferson County owned grounds as well as flood 
mitigation properties. Our department is very proud of the Park System we maintain 
and is happy to share with you some of the highlights from the past year. 
 

Grant Applications Submitted 
• DNR Stewardship - Watertown Outboarders – Pending Notification 
• DNR Stewardship – Interurban Recreation Trail – Pending Notification 
• Tyson Foods – Interurban Recreation Trail – Pending Notification 
• Watertown & Oconomowoc Rotary Clubs – Interurban Recreation Trail - Awarded $15,000 
 
Jefferson County Bicycle Map 
• The Community bicycle routes and County bicycle routes were updated.  20,000 Jefferson County 

Bicycle maps were printed for distribution.  The department sold advertising to private businesses and 
organizations to cover printing costs. 

 
Community Outreach/Special Event Planning/Participation 
• Dog Dayz of Summer - The Jefferson County Parks Department, in cooperation with the City of 

Jefferson Parks, Recreation and Forestry Department hosted the annual Dog Dayz of Summer for 
canine and their owners to use the Jefferson Aquatic Center . 

• Mason Jar Jamboree, Carnes Park - The 3rd annual Mason Jar Jamboree helped to cap off 
the fundraising efforts to restore the Mason Log Home.  

• Dog Park Events include: Four on the Floor, Bark at the Moon, Howl O’ Ween, Lure Coursing and 
Understanding Dog Body Language. 

• Johnson Creek Schools Natural Resources Summer School Class – Attended two classes to talk about 
the opportunities for outdoor nature based recreation within the Jefferson County Park system. 

• Tour Da Goose, Watertown, WI - participated on the planning team for the Tour Da Goose bicycle 
ride.  The ride brought in nearly 200 riders with the last leg of the route on the Glacial River Trail 
between Johnson Creek and Watertown. 

• Lake Ripley Ride, Cambridge, WI – participated on the planning team for the Lake Ripley CAP 
bicycle ride.  Ride is scheduled for July 25, 2015. 
 

Friends of GHA & Friends of Rose Lake 
Both friends groups continue to recruit and manage volunteers on projects, organize outdoor activities in 
our parks including bird walks, winter recreation activities, education, paddling outings, help with funding 
small park projects, and staff our parks department booth at events and fundraisers.   
 
Glacial Heritage Area 
The department continues to work in partnership with the DNR on a variety of projects within the Glacial 
Heritage Area (GHA).  
Accomplishments include: 
• Friends of the GHA continue to advocate, volunteer, and organize outdoor activities in the GHA.  The 

group mailing list has soared to over 500 members, thanks to excellent advertising and strategic 
recruitment.   

 



 
 

• The GHA Paddle Volunteer Corps continue to work to improve paddling within the Glacial Heritage 
Area. Four work days scheduled in 2015 and eleven weekday & weekend paddle event are scheduled 
in 2015.  

 
Glacial River Trail 
• Trail paved and completed from Rock County to Dodge County 
• Parking Lot and landscaping completed at Rock/Jefferson County Line 
• Parking Lot and connector trail installed at Hwy W in Jefferson 

 

Blackhawk Island 
• Handicapped Fishing Warf Scheduled for installation on July 15, 2015. 
 
Mountain Biking – Human Services Complex 
• The Jefferson County Parks Department has selected 

the International Mountain Biking Association (IMBA) 
as the trail consultant to plan and develop a Mountain Bike Park. 
The Mountain Bike Park will be on county property adjacent to 
the Human Services facility south of Jefferson and next to the 
Glacial River Trail.  IMBA will complete an assessment, 
site survey, and trail design for the property.  IMBA will 
then conduct a trail building school in August where volunteers 
will learn the “general” methods of trail construction. 

• Volunteers will be critical in the development of this 
Mountain Bike Park.   
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Carlin Weld County Park 
• 9 Hole Disc Golf Course nearing completion. 

 
Crawfish River County Park 
• Design Charrette 
• Visioning Session 
• Master Plan 
 
Dorothy Carnes County Park 
• Mason Log Home Restoration completed 2015 
• Parking Lot – Carnes Park East 
• County Conservation Aids Grant 

 
Holzhuetter Park 
• Implementation Plan 

 
Jefferson County Dog Park 
• 2015 Annual Tags sold (as of 7/9/15) = 1,420 
• 550 Calendars sold 
• Parking lot paving completed 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Park User Testimonial   
“Members/Founders/Volunteers of the Jefferson City Dog Park. I wanted to thank you all again for all the 
work and dedication you all have to the parks. Poncho and I continue to go out on a weekly basis to 
escape the chaos of city life, and to realign ourselves with the freedom, comfort, and relaxation of nature. 

308 

867 895 941 983 

746 

1000 

1134 

1300 

1490 

1656 1682 

0

200

400

600

800

1000

1200

1400

1600

1800

2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

Jefferson County Dog Park Annual Tag Sales 
2003-2014 



 
 

I have been able to watch him since this park opened, not only embrace the joy and freedom of not being 
constrained to a leash all the time; but also, learn how to play, sniff, and socialize with other dogs. With 
him now being 14 years old I am sadly watching him become more restricted in lifestyle, but the one 
thing that never fails to bring out the “joy of youth” and life itself, is when he can tell we are headed to the 
dog park and when we arrive! This is a true blessing and I thank you for that-not just for the dogs, but for 
the owners who cherish their happiness.” – Jennifer Hamann 
 
Korth County Park 
• County Conservation Aids Grant completed and closed-out. 
 
Pohlmann Park 
• A new playground and benches installed by volunteers and partially paid for through donations by a 

local Eagle Scout candidate.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rock River County Park 
• Handicapped Accessible Pier and boat launch improvements  

planned thanks in part due to a $25,000 contribution from the 
former Watertown Outboarders. 

• Johnson Creek Public Schools utilizing the park for education 
purposes. 

 
Watertown Outboarders Property 
• Implementation Plan completed and is pending DNR approval. 
• Park naming, Rock River Access Cappie’s Landing, pending DNR approval. 
 
Welcome Travelers Park 
• New Playground and benches installed 
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Public Snowmobile Miles: 

Year 
Trail 
Miles 

2004 171.1 
2005 171.1 
2006 171.1 
2007 171.1 
2008 182.7 
2009 182.7 
2010 182.7 
2011 182.7 
2012 182.7 
2013 182.7 
2014 182.7 
2015 182.7 

 


