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The NEW Farmland Preservation Program

Changes are in store for our Wisconsin Farmland Preservation Prograsippgatsi. The first change to take
place will occur on January'bf 2010. Due to increased administration costs, the Jefferson County Land and
Water Conservation Department (LWCD) will be charging a $5 fee fogfijlour Annual Certification Card.
Anyone wishing to claim the Farmland Preservation tax credit for the 20Q@aaxvill need to submit their
Annual Certification Card along with $5. At this time, we do not have the capabilitgéptazredit card pay-
ments so while you can file your card on line, you will still need to mail or drapp@fbayment. Those who

have not completed the Annual Certification process will be issued a Notice adNgiance and will no

longer be eligible for the tax credit.

Next, for the 2010 tax year, the Farmland Preservation Program makes siyri@gefanges at the State
level. As part of the Wisconsin Working Lands Initiative, Farmland Presemviatino longer a tax credit that
is based on income and property tax. It switches to a per acre basis. Landows#esson County will be
able to collect $7.50 per acre. There is no limit on the amount of acres a landowrwlecathe credit on;
however the State has a limit of $27 million available to fund this program. nfckceed the $27 million,
the tax credit will be prorated among all participants.

Landowners already enrolled in the current Farmland Preservation widiriisitioned into the new program
with the understanding that they must come into compliance with all provisions of th&8itaand Water
Conservation Standard, including nutrient management. Each participant will beexValud a schedule of
compliance established. Those not meeting the compliance schedule wilidiblen&r future tax credits.

Additionally, anyone with land in Exclusive Agricultural Zoning will be subjeca conversion fee if they are
to rezone land to another use. The basic conversion fee is equal to 3 times tha$Skessed cropland value,
which may be $800 to $1,000 per acre. Counties or local governments can add on supplementng fees
basic conversion fee will be deposited into the Working Lands Trust fund which will beoysexthase agri-
cultural conservation easements and further protect farmland in Wisconsin.

Currently, the Jefferson County LWCD is awaiting training on the new Wotkangds Initiative program.

We will provide updates as they become available. For more information on Woekdg Lnitiative, please
visit the Department of Agriculture web site at http://workinglands.wi.goeathiNancy Lannert at the Jeffer-
son County LWCD at 920-674-7115.

Thinking about Increasing Your Livestock Numbers?

If you are planning to increase your herd size (dairy, beef, poultry, swing, shemats), then you should
contact our office to find out if you need a Conditional Use Permit. If required, thé& peps include an
application covering many aspects of the operation, a public hearing, andiadesision by the Zoning
Committee. Fees are due to both the LWCD and the Zoning Department. The LWE€Dhfée process of
potentially being increased from $300 to $750. For more information, contact us at 920-674-7110.



NRCS Announces Conservation Stewardship Program Signup

Farmers and forestry producers may now sign up for the revamped ConservatiandSigmnwProgram (CSP)
at USDA Service Centers. CSP encourages farm and forestry producers someiisting conservation ac-
tivities and adopt additional ones on their operations. It also requires time and goodrdatamef farm
conservation activities, which are used to determine eligibility and ranKing.2009 sign-up continues
through September 30, with sign-up for the 2010 program beginning in October.

CSP involves a lengthy application, a contract, and record-keeping requgeri@etnational average CSP
payment is mandated by Congress to be $18 per acre per year. Individual payrdestéde averages may be
more or less than this amount. Actual payment amounts for individual contracts atectxpée determined
in mid-November. Payments are made after completion of the contract year.

NRCS has prepared a self-screening checklist that farmers caretenopsee if they may be eligible:
www.wi.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/csp/09Wiselfchecklist.pdf. After complétmgelf-assessment checklist,
contact NRCS for an application packet and to set up an appointment if you feel yahevedigibility crite-
ria for CSP. Time is limited for this signup period, so applicants are required todrapéeted documenta-
tion at the appointment. NRCS will complete a field visit before contractsgaexiswith successful appli-
cants to verify information and check records.

NRCS encourages farmers who may not yet meet CSP requirements to wotlafivih a conservation plan,
and to take advantage of cost-sharing programs to work toward a successénrGi$Rent in future years.
More information on the Conservation Stewardship Program is available at wanwstd&.gov\new_csp or
www.wi.nrcs.usda.gov. Contact the Jefferson NRCS at 920-674-2020, 134 West Rockwiell&fegson.

Gypsy Moth Suppression Program

The gypsy moth is a devastating pest of most trees in the United States. Thenggpswterpillar feeds on
leaves and is present from May through July. The caterpillars can kiliftteesdefoliation is severe enough.
While all trees are susceptible to this pest, they prefer oak, birch, appleacknzand aspen.

Currently almost every county in the east half of Wisconsin has an establishedipopmilgypsy moths.
These counties are considered quarantined. For these counties (includisgrd&fainty) the DNR has de-
veloped a Gypsy Moth Suppression Program. The program is a voluntary partnership thes istadé,
county, and municipal government with participating land owners in a state @gjaeiral insecticide treat-
ment to suppress moth populations.

The LWCD is the local contact for reporting gypsy moth infestations. Tperieent will track infestation
complaints, survey for egg masses in the fall, and work with the DNR to coordhieatgring aerial spraying
of an insecticide used to kill the caterpillars. Land owners who want their woodlarayed will be responsi-
ble for the cost of the applications; however the cost is quite reasonable.

To report a gypsy moth infestation, please contact the LWCD at 920-674-7110. Btadfdacumenting re-
ported infestations during October and November for possible inclusion in the sprahdgreatments.

More information about gypsy moths can be obtained at http://gypsymoth.wi.gov/ ohdWICD office.
Detailed information on management of gypsy moths infestations can be found atnnttpeivex.edu/ces/
gypsymoth/homeowners.cfm.
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2009-2010 Tree Sale

It's time to place your tree order with the Land and Water Conservation Bepart
ment! White Cedar, Techny Arborvitae, American Highbush Cranberry, Red
Osier Dogwood, Fraser Fir, Red Oak, Sugar Maple, White Pine, Blue Spruce, Nor-
way Spruce, and White Spruce are the varieties that are availableaos se

The trees are sold in bundles of twenty-five for only $25.00 per bundle (plus tax).
Check out our website at http://www.co.jefferson.wi.us/jc/public/jchome.php?
page_id=832 for more information and an order form for the sale. Quantities are
limited! Orders are taken on a first come/first serve basis so if yoo@aad for

trees, please contact Beth in our office (920-674-7110). The pick-up is scheduled
for mid-April at the Jefferson County Fairgrounds.

DNR Tree and Shrub Order Forms Available

Tree and shrub seedlings for the spring 2010 planting season can be ordered start
ing October 2, 2009 through the Department of Natural Resources. A variety of
hardwood, conifer and wildlife shrub species are available. These are bare root
seedlings for use in reforestation projects, wildlife habitat improvemenindr w

break development. The minimum orders are 1,000 tree seedlings or 500 shrub
seedlings or one packet. A number of packets are available, including energy
packets for windbreaks, wildlife packets, shoreland packets and forest restorat
packets. Each packet includes 300 trees and/or shrubs.

Order forms and current inventory are available on the DNR website httpul/dor/forestry/nursery/order/.
Order forms can also be picked up at DNR Service Centers during regulasbusines, or mailed to you by
calling 920/387-7884 and leaving your name and mailing address.

For those who wish to plant large quantities of tree or shrub seedlings (generally 2,@08)otree planting
machines are available to rent through the Jefferson County Land and Waterv@ans&epartment. Con-
tact DNR Forester Randy Stampfl (920-387-7884) or the LWCD (920-674-7110) for moreatiform

Milk Income Loss Contract (MILC) Program Reminders

Milk Income Loss Contract Program (MILC) sign-up continues through September 30, 20i2g the
signup application period, participating dairy operations must select the montHiet#hgear to start receiv-
ing payments for eligible production.

Dairy producers enrolled in MILC are allowed to change their start month aniteclinumber of times

throughout their enroliment in MILC provided the changes are made:

- On or before day 14 of the month prior to the new MILC production start-month (unless tfeltsday a
weekend federal holiday, then the date falls to the previous business day);

- Before payment is sought;

- Before the original selected MILC production start-month has passed.

Dairy operations that are unsure of their start month or would like to change dnein@tth should contact
the Jefferson County FSA Office at 920-674-2020.



Emergency Planning: Extremely Hazardous Substances on Farms

The Jefferson County Local Emergency Planning Committee is in the proags$ating the Jefferson
County-Wide Farm Plan. The County-Wide Farm Plan is a planning document maintathedbfferson
County Emergency Management Office for all farms in the county andrcehtamicals that they store, use or
have others apply. The Emergency Planning and Community Right-To-Know Act EREGRes that farms
have reporting and planning responsibilities if they store, use or have othersexpgly agricultural products
on their premises. The farm information contained in the plan includes: owner’s @emeeand location of
the extremely hazardous substance, and two individual’s contact information fgeeneresponders.

Responding to an emergency that involves an extremely hazardous chemical egndamgerous. Knowl-
edge of the types and locations of these agricultural chemicals is cateraktrgency first responders who
may need to respond to local farms in the event of an accidental release or fire.

Federal and State laws regarding EPCRA require the following for each acestdpr noncontiguous farm
that you own:

1) Emergency Planningf you store, use or have others apply any agricultural products containing
EPA listed extremely hazardous substances in excess of the establisekdIthplanning quantity, you must
work with your Local Emergency Planning Committee to develop an emergency eegtems There are no
allowances for seasonal inventory and no exceptions. Chemicals are consateckd they are present on
the farm, at a minimum, overnight. Chemicals brought to the farm and immeadippdilyd (used) during the
same day are not included. For a full listing of extremely hazardous substaeass,qu to EPA website at
http://www.epa.gov/ceppo/pubs/title3.pdf or contact the Jefferson County Emergenageévteent Office at
920-674-7450.

2) Accidental Releasedf you have an accidental release of any agricultural products cont&RiRg
listed extremely hazardous substances, you must immediately notify yalfilecepartment, the State of
Wisconsin 24-hour duty officer at 1-800-943-0003, and the Jefferson County Local EayePggming Com-
mittee at 920-674-7450.

As you can imagine, the plan is difficult to maintain. In an effort to update any thle Jefferson County
Emergency Management Department needs your help. If you are a farmvathimedefferson County that
has extremely hazardous chemicals as described above, please cofiawridgncy Management Depart-
ment with the following information: name, farm name, address (including city pjygoaone number and
email address. You can email the information to Kim at embuchholz@co.jeffersgrowleave a voicemail
at 920-674-8674.

2010 DCP/ACRE Sign-up at FSA

As authorized by the 2008 Farm Bill (Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008), producegghta eli
farms may elect to participate in one of two programs for the upcoming 2010 crofhgdaireict and
Counter-Cyclical Program (DCP) or the Average Crop Revenue ElectionEpRRgram. DCP and ACRE
provide producers an income safety net in the form of annual direct payments. DCPeatsassittance
through counter-cyclical payments based on the established crop bases when opprinesdiare below cer-
tain levels. ACRE protects against crop revenue shortfalls resulting froengmd/or production declines at
the State and farm levels.

The deadline for enrolling for both the 2010 DCP and ACRE programs is June 1, 2010. Pleastheaigfct
ferson County Farm Service Agency, 134 W Rockwell Street, Jefferson ( 920-674-@02@y¢ information
or to schedule an appointment to complete your application. Additional information on &@Arps can
also be found on the Agency’s website: http://www.fsa.usda.gov.



Clean Sweep

Jefferson County Solid Waste & Air Quality Committee will be conducting orre rlean sweep this year.
Clean sweep is an alternative way of properly disposing of hazardous matéhelyear with television sig-
nals being switched from analog to digital, a lot of residents purchased neisidele Please bring unwanted
TVs to a clean sweep or check the Department of Natural Resources \abbsit¢he television recycling
(www.dnr.state.wi.us/news/mediakits). The Jefferson County Clean Sweep sdbedulellows:

Thursday, October 15, 2009 - Time 8-11 a.m., Jefferson County Fair Park, Jefferson, Gatd-9230.

Registration is required to attend a clean sweep because it helps us staghth@perly and also prevents
long lines. Register by calling the Jefferson County Zoning Departm@80&474-7430. For more informa-
tion check out the website at www.co.jefferson.wi.us and look under Zoning Department.

Residents of Jefferson County are eligible to participate and will be charged ¥hjote. Please bring cash
or a check made out to Jefferson County Clean Sweep Program. Businesses witidx piiapound for ma-
terial disposal. All businesses, churches, schools, emergency servicedfeaandn)€ounty facilities will be
required to register one to two weeks prior to the event and fill out a Very SmalitQ@enerator sheet that
they can obtain by calling 920-674-7430. A no obligation disposal price quote will be provide phiase
participants bringing material to the collection facility.

Help Shape the Work Plan of Land and Water Conservation Departmen

Are you a citizen of Jefferson County who has some interest in land and wateces2olihen you should
consider becoming part of a citizen’s advisory committee for the Jeff@sonty Land and Water Conserva-
tion Department.

The Land and Water Resource Plan is a document that sets forth a strategic ok ghieving goals to-
ward protecting and enhancing the land and water resources of Jefferson Countyd E\pelgté years, the
initial plan was completed in 2000. The next plan will be completed in 2010, but work will begirnisn it t
year. Not only will state and local resource organizations be asked for inputizaumscare also invited to
join the process of identifying the critical resource concerns and whaatitednd Water Conservation De-
partment should do to address them.

If you would like to get involved, please contact Patricia Cicero at 920-674-7121 or patri-
ciac@co.jefferson.wi.us.

New Agriculture Educator

Heidi Johnson joined the staff of the University of Wisconsin-Extension as #rerint
Agriculture Educator. Heidi completed her Master's degree at UW Madisonan Ent
mology, researching pesticide control of the soybean aphid. She is currentlggvorki
on her PhD in Horticulture. Heidi's current research is organic weed and nutaent m
agement for large-scale sweet corn and snap bean production. Her experiisecist
management and diversified approaches to weed and nutrient management. Heidi
works in the UW-Extension office in Jefferson on Mondays, Wednesdays and every
other Friday (20 hours/week). You can contact her at 920-674-7295 and
heidij@co.jefferson.wi.us.



LWCD Web Watch

Economic Impact of Agriculture in Wisconsin:
http://www.uwex.edu/ces/ag/wisag/

What's Inside Wisconsin Agro-Security Resource Network:
http://www.wisconsinagroresource.net

New Farmland Preservation, 1 . . . ..
Increasing Herd Size, 1 Wisconsin Land and Water Conservation Association:

CSP Signup at NRCS, 2 http://wiwca.org/

Gypsy Moth Suppression, 2 LWCD Staff E-Mail Addresses:
County Tree Sale, 3

Mark Watkins-County Conservationist markw@co.jefferson.wi.us
DNR Tree Sale, 3 Nancy Lannert-Resource Conservationist nancyl@co.jefferson.wi.ys
MILC Program through FSA, 3 | Joe Strupp-Resource Conservationist joes@co.jefferson.wi.us
Emergency Planning, 4 Patricia Cicero-Water Resource Mgmt. Specialist patriciaci@fterson.wi.us
DCP/ACRE Program at FSA, 4 | Gerry Kokkonen-GIS & Land Use Specialist geraldk@co.jefferson.wi.ys
Clean Sweep, 5 Beth Klotz-Administrative Clerk bethk@co.jefferson.wi.us
Land and Water Plan Help, 5
New Agriculture Educator, 5 E-Mail Address for LWCD Office - lwcd@co.jefferson.wi.us

LWCD Web Site
http://www.co.jefferson.wi.us — click on Land & Water Conservatior
on right hand side of County home page.
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