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Jefferson  County  Health  Department  
Organizational  Chart  

Jefferson County Citizens  
|  

County Board of Supervisors  
|  

Board of Health  

Julie Nelson, Gail Towers -MacAskill, Anna Hutchings, RN, B SN 

 Bob DeWolfe, Dr. Don Williams, Medical Advisor  
|  

County Administrator  

Gary Petre  
|  

Director/Health Officer  

Gail M. Scott, RN, BSN  
|  

Managers  

Barbara Dehnert, Office Manager/Administrative Assistant  

Vacant, Public Health Program Manager  

Public Health P rogram  

Public Health Nurses  

Jackie Behm, RN, BSN  

Sarah Born, RN, BSN  

Kathy Cheek, RN, BSN  

Amy Fairfield, RN, BSN  

Linda Meyer, RN, BSN  

Mary Stearns, RN, BSN  
 

Public Health Technician  

Shirley Gehrke, LPN  

 

Family Care Program  

Long Term Care Nurses  

Nancy Blodgett, RN  

Kathy Brost, RN  

Gail Krause, RN 

Teresa Nevin, RN  

Laura Nielson, RN 

Jeige Sand, RN, BSN  
 

Personal Care  

Program Assistants  

Patty Pohlman, CNA 

Michele Schmidt  

Clerical Support  

Billing Specialist  

Wisconsin Well  

Woman Program  

Sandee Schunk 
 

Public Healt h 

Program Assistant  

Vacant 
 

Home Health  

Program Assistant  

Sally Albertz  

WIC Program  

WIC Program Director  

Mary Wollet, RD  

 

Vickie Gallardo, RDT (P/T)  

Marsha Hake, RN, BSN (P/T)  

Joan Mason, WIC Clerk  

Environmental Health 

Program 

Tim Anderson, RS  

Erin OõBrien, RS 

Holly Hisel, Technician  

 

Public Health  

Preparedness  Program 

Local Coordinator  

Alex Lichtenstein  
 

South - Central WI 

Consortium Coordinator  

Steven Finch  

Contracted Interpreters  Tobacco Free Program  

Coalition Coordinator  

Debra Gatzke, RN, M S 
 

WI WINS C oordinator  

David Gilbert  

Jail Nursing  

Tania Wenzel, RN, BSN (P/T)  

Diane Lenz, LPN 

Sarah Luebke, LPN (OPT)  

Marie Brown, LPN (OPT)  
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Mission of Jefferson County Health Department  
 

The mission of Jefferson County Health Department is to protect and promote 

health for all citizens of Jefferson County through  

the primary prevention of disease, disability and death.  

 

The mission is accomplished by:  

  Č Providing community leadership and active membership in partnerships   

 

  Č Supporting the primary Public Health functions - assessment, policy  

  development and assurance 

 

  Č Creating policies and plans that support individual and community health  

  efforts  

 

  Č Preventing morbidity and mortality from communicable and chronic disease  

 

  Č Providing educational oppo rtunities for students  

 

  Č Enforcing and complying with local, state and federal law  

 

  Č Promoting and ensuring healthy environments  

 

  Č Assuring Public Health preparedness and emergency response   

 

  Č Educating the public about healthy lifestyles  

 

  Č Providing direct services to identified populations  

 

  Č Linking people to needed health services and available resources  

 

  Č Compiling and analyzing data to monitor the health status of the  

  community 

 

  Č Maintaining an experienced and competent workf orce of health professionals who 

continue to update their training and skills in the areas of community health, 

environmental health, communicable & chronic disease, emerging pathogens, 

immunizations, physical health, maternal and child health, dental heal th, nutrition, 

parenting, elderly health issues, correctional health, Public Health preparedness and 

community leadership  
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2008 Health Department Budget  

Program Funding Source  Revenue Expenditures  

 

 

Home Health  

Medicare, Insurance, 

Veteranõs, Private Pay, 

Medical Assistance  

 

 

$ 240,619  

 

 

$ 486,072  

 

Foot Clinic  

Fee for Service  

Elderly Services  

 

$ 4,665  

 

$ 3,952  

 

Personal Care  

Medical Assistance, Private 

Pay, COP, Elderly Services  

 

$ 5,366,789  

 

$ 4,698,052  

 

Public Health  

Fee for Service, Donations, 

General Property Taxes × 

 

$ 53,662  

 

$ 890,977  

Breast Pump Rental  Fee for Service  $ 73 $0  

Childhood Lead  

Poisoning Prevention  

Consolidated Contracts  

General Property Taxes × 

 

$ 6,535  
Ï 

Early Intervention &  

Detection of Pregnancy  

 

Consolidated Contracts  

 

$ 3,017 Ï 

Environmental Health  General Property Taxes × $0  $ 20,217 

Head Start Nursing  Head Start Program  $10,303  $7,184  

 

Immunization Program  

Consolidated Contracts,  

General Property Taxes × 

 

$ 14,334 Ï 

 

Maternal & Child Health  

Consolidated Contracts  

General Property Taxes × 

 

$ 21,355 
Ï 

Mental Health Nursing  Human Services  $ 23,046  $ 23,046  

Pandemic Influenza  Consolidated Contracts  $ 13,538 $ 15,070 

Public Health Preparedness  Centers for Disease Control  $ 113,905 $ 114,172 

Tobacco Prevention & Control  Consolidated Contracts  $ 42,529  $ 42,529  

Tuberculosis Dispensary  Wisconsin TB Program  $ 3,233  $ 199 

WIC Grant  Federal WIC, State GPR  $ 245,408  $ 272,688  

Wisconsin Well Woman  Consolidated Contracts  $ 21,339 Ï 

Wisconsin WINS Grant  Consolidated Contracts  $ 11,718 $ 11,718 

 200 8 General Property Taxes  $ 254,476   

Total  $6,450,544  $6,585,876  

Ï = Expenditures included in Public Health  × = Revenues shown in General Property Taxes  
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Public Health Programs  
Communicable Disease Control & Preventio n 

Follow-up on all Reportable Diseases and Preventio n Education 

Tuberculosis Dispensary Program  

Immunization Program  
 

Public Health Preparedness  
South -Central Wisconsin Public Health Preparedness Consortium  

Local Public Health Preparedness Consortium  

Pandemic Influenza Planning 

Health Alert Network & Epi -X 

Local Emergency Planning Committee 
 

Environmental Health Program  
Agent of the State for the Department of Health Services  & the Department  of Agriculture  

Follow-up on Human Health Hazard Complaints  

Radon Education and Surveillance Program  

Well and Beach Wa ter Sampling  
 

Maternal and Child Health Services  
Children & Youth with Special Healthcare Needs  

Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention Program 

Prenatal Care Coordination  

Early Intervention & Detection of Pregnancy Services   

Newborn Visiting Program  

Well Chil d Clinics 

Woman, Infants & Children (WIC)  

Head Start Consultation  

Dental Varnish & Fluoride Programs  

Donated Quilt Distribution  
 

Tobacco Use Prevention  & Healthy Lifestyles  
First Breath  

Wisconsin WINS  

Wisconsin Tobacco Quit Line  

Jefferson County Tobacco Fr ee Coalition  
 

Education Programs  
School Nursing  

Parent & Community Health Education  

Student Clinical Education in Public Health   
 

Correctional Health Program  
 

Mental Health Nursing Services  
 

Access to Care  
Community Dental Clinic  

Rock River Free Clinic  

Wi sconsin Well Woman Program  
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Public Health Program  Statistics  
Public Health Statistics  2006  2007  2008  

Home Visits  1,089  632  523  

Other Visits  2,440  1,745  2,806  

Well Child/HealthCheck Clinic Clients  600  604  522  

Fluoride Clients  125  140  125  

Dental Varnish  Clients (new in Dec. 2008)  0 0 14 

WIC Monthly Caseload Average  1,582  1,615  1,578  

Office Clients  802  1,107  671  

Immunizations Given  3,784 *  5,668 *  6,149 *  

Immunization Clients  2,178  3,192  3,555  

Blood Lead Level Screenings  762  767  649  

Elevated Blood Lead  Level ( > 10ug/dL)  9 22 6 

County Jail Client Visits  2,782  2,825  3,890  

Health Education Sessions  57*  81*  67*  

Health Education Attendees  3,820  2,800  1,928  

Media Contacts  86  64 47 

Environmental Health Contacts  995É 1,358 É 2,145 É 

Agent Facility Inspectio ns 801  744  843  

PHN Well Water Samples  177  136  140  

WI Well Woman Program Clients  117  95 120  

Communicable Disease Cases 280  277  307 

Breast Pump Rentals  40  16 0 

Paternity Tests  234  274  326  

Pregnancy Tests  140  116  110  

Mental Health Client Visits  1,019  1,134  923  

Total Contacts ( * Not included in total)  20,078  19,663  21,22 8 

ÉEnvironmental Health Contacts include Human Health Hazards, Radon contacts, beach water 

sampling and transient non - community well water sampling
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Communicable Disease Statistics  
January 2006 ɀ December 2008  

 
The following communicable disease cases were reported to Jefferson County Health Dept.  

This does not include County resident cases in the City of Watertown. 
 

Disease/Year  200 6 200 7 200 8 Disease/Year  200 6 200 7 200 8 

Gastrointestina l Diseases  Other Communicable Diseases  

Campylobacter  11 12 16 Hepatitis B  3 7 3 

Cryptosporidium  12 8 15 Hepatitis C  16 18 29 

E-Coli 2 6 3 HIV Infection  40 #  42 #  43 #  

Giardia 15 3 9 Legionella 0 5 0 

Salmonella 7 10 16 Lyme Disease 3 12 15 

Shigella  0 2 4 Malaria  1 0 1 

Sexually Transmitted Diseases  Meningitis/Encephalitis  5 8 2 

Chlamydia 90 103 119 Mumps 0 1 0 

Gonorrhea 12 11 9 Mycobacterium/Mycoplasma  3 3 3 

Herpes  22 29 NR Norovirus  1 2 0 

Other STD  3 2 8 Pertussis  5 3 3 

Other Communicable Disease s Rocky Mountain Fever  1 0 0 

Babesia Microti  0 1 0 Strep Pneumonia 11 5 10 

Blastomycosis 3 0 0 Streptococcus A  2 5 2 

Brucellosis  0 1 0 Streptococcus B  3 2 15 

Chickenpox 21 Î 13 Toxoplasmosis 0 1 5 

Ehrlichiosis  0 2 0 Tuberculosis (TB)  0 0 2 

Q Fever  0 0 1 TB - Positive Skin Tests  26 14 1 

Hepatitis A  1 0 3 West Nile Virus  0 1 0 

Total  (excluding HIV cases)  280  277  307 

ÎNumber of cases not available           # HIV/AIDS Cases 1983 -  2008  

NR = No longer a reportable disease  
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The 100 Year Flood  
 

In June of  2008 the storms rolled in ð one after another ð with heavy rain , tornado and 

flash flood warnings  and frequent lightning.  The residents in the Jefferson County area 

watched nervously as the Rock, Crawfish and Bark Rivers started rising.  Every day the 

ri vers inched  higher and higher.  Soon areas in the north ern part of Jefferson County 

began flooding including homes, campgrounds, bridges and roads.  People began calling for 

help. 

 

The Jefferson County Health Department issued educational statements regard ing how to 

deal with flooded wells and homes.  The Jefferson County Voluntary Organizations Active 

in Disasters (VOAD), recently formed through a Health Department Public Health 

Preparedness Grant Objective, met with voluntary organizations, businesses and  

municipalities.  Jefferson County Emergency Management open ed the Emergency 

Operations Center ( EOC).  Along with the EOC being organized , an emergency number for 

residents to call for assistance or with questions was set up  and staffed by VOAD 

members. 
 

Nestle -Purina, one of the businesses in town, was flooded and had to shut down.  Their 

plant manager made the decision to send office staff and managers over to the EOC to 

answer the thousands of calls coming in on the hotline.  They were assisted by other VOAD 

members, County staff and the Jefferson Optimists to name a few.  The newly elected 

VOAD Volunteer C oordinator never imagined that a few months after he volunteered for 

the position, he would be facing one of the largest disasters to affect Jefferson County in 

recent history.  
 

The EOC operated for 13 days with County and Municipal staff, volunteer organizations 

such as the American Red Cross and Salvation Army working hard to meet the needs of 

residents affected by the flood.  County and City websites were set up for public 

information.  

 

Maps were available in the EOC to assist traffic flow through a mostly closed County.  The 

National Guard was called in to assist with guarding the infrastructure including bridges.  

Sandbagging operations were set up t hroughout the County to assist residents in an 

attempt to keep the water out  and minimize damage. 

 

A total of 29 ARES/RACES volunteers provided 455 hours of communication support in 

the EOC and throughout the County.   A volunteer center was opened and late r several 

Family Assistance Centers were opened providing clean -up kits, resources, food and water.  

Numerous businesses in the Jefferson County area donated resources such as volunteers, 

food, water, dog and cat food as well as other needed supplies.  
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The H ealth Department provided leadership in the EOC, information on well water quality 

and safety, free test kits for wells affected by the flood, Tetanus vaccinations, 

educational information on flood safety, mold, clean -up and other health related 

informatio n. 
 

The Health Department Sanitarians worked with individuals and businesses affected by 

the flood providing inspections, information and regulation of licensed facilities.  

Particularly hard hit were campgrounds located in the northern part of Jefferson C ounty 

as well as on Blackhawk Island  in Fort Atkinson . 
 

The National Public Health Service was activated and assisted County residents in well 

water testing and provided clean -up recommendations.  The State Division of Public Health 

conducted teleconferenc es and technical assistance for Local H ealth Departments.  
 

The Health Department Director also assisted with coordinating services in the EOC 

including assisting the American Red Cross, Salvation Army, providing help with 

dissemination of public informatio n, assisting the State and FEMA with tours of the 

flooded areas and supervising the hotline volunteers.  The Director was a resource to the 

County Emergency Management Director.  
 

The Health Department Director, along with the Sanitarians, inspected and p rovided 

recommendations to licensed facilities on clean -up required before the facilities would be 

allowed to re -open.  They met with facility  

owners as well as State Legislators in the 

dissemination of information.  
 

And so it continuesé.. 

Long term recove ry operations are ongoing, 

especially for those hardest hit by the 

flood.  F ederal Emergency Management 

Agency (FEMA)  and other governmental 

resources were made available for 

assistance.  For some homeowners and 

businesses clean-up is still a work in 

progr ess.  Some property owners are waiting 

for buy out of their substantially damaged properties.  The Health Department continues 

to receive complaints regarding the condition of flood damaged properties including the 

need for debris removal.  Environmental H ealth staff continue  to assist residents with 

clean-up and rebuilding questions as well as  well water quality issues.  
 

The Jefferson County Health Department also continues to work with VOAD members as 

well as the Jefferson County Long Term Recovery Commit tee to assist residents affected 

by this 100 year flood.  


